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The Oviiging of SARS-CoV-2: A Critical Review

There 15 currently no evidence that SARS-CoV-2 has a laboratory onigin, There 15 no evidence
that any early cases had any connection to the WIV, in contrast to the clear epidemiological links
1o amimal markets in Wuhan, nor evidence that the WIV possessed or worked on a progenitor of
SARS-CoV-2 prior to the pandemic. The suspicion that SARS-CoV-2 might have a laboratory
origin stems from the coincidence that it was first detected in a city that houses a major
virological laboratory that studies coronaviruses. Wuhan is the largest city in central China with
multiple animal markets and is a major hub for travel and commerce, well connected 1o other
areas both within China and internationally. The link 1o Wuhan therefore more likely reflects the
fact that pathogens often require heavily populated areas to become established (Pekar et al,

2021).
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