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Jowrnal of Human Evelution: Resignation of the Editorial Board

For over four decades, the Sowrnal of Human Evelution (JHE) has been the flagship joumnal in
palcoanthropelogical and human evolution research. The longstanding success of JHE rests on the
exemplary scholarship of its authors supported by extensive labor on the part of the Editorial board (EB).
Elsevier hos steadily croded the infrastructure essentizl to the success of the journal while simultancoushy
um]-urrninint: the coore [n'inl:i]'.!la:s anad pr.l.r_'[fn.'n_'s that have :mL'I.'L::u.::ﬁLIl:.' Eui:lr_'d Ihl:jnumill for the i 18
vears. While the EB has accommadated the reduction of services to the journal since the carly 2000s, the
pace hiax accelerated over the last 10 years to a '|'.u,1i.n[ that iz nov h,lngn_'r temahle,

Journal history: Jowrnal of Hman Evodution, founded i 1972, was reorganized in 1986 to provide
greater scholarly attention to and control of the review, revision, and publication of research in the
Journal. Becognizing that research m human evolution represents a globally diverse communmity of
scholurs, two editors-in-chief from different countries took the helm. a structure that has been n place
ever since. These editor-scholars purposefully established a working EH of Associate Editors—naot an
‘edtorial board” in nome only. without editorial oversight as had led to the initinl foundening of JHE—but
a group of active scholars expently capable of handling submissions covering a wide range of wpics in a
fiedd that 1s highly interdisciplingry and demands a mix of both broad and fine-scaled expertise. Thirty
eight years later, JHE hos an impact factor of 3.1 and Scopus cite seore of 6.3, both the highess in the
field, and has maintained an acceptance rate of ~50%; excellence that reselts from a set of sustained core
principles.
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A sad end for the Journal of Human Evolution

A joint statement announces the resignation of the entire editorial board, while
disclosing for the first time the use of Al in article production.
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https://retractionwatch.com/2024/12/27/evolution-journal-editors-resign-en-masse-to-protest-elsevier-
changes/#more-130593

https://www.theguardian.com/science/2023/may/07/too-greedy-mass-walkout-at-global-science-journal-
over-unethical-fees

https://johnhawks.net/weblog/a-sad-end-for-the-journal-of-human-evolution/

https://retractionwatch.com/wp-content/uploads/2024/12/Social-Media-Statement-re-JHE-
Resignations.pdf
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