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Top ten most-cited works of the twenty-first century

Rank
(median)

10

Citation

Deep residual learning for image recognition (2016,
preprint 2015)

Analysis of relative gene expresgiﬁ'zﬂgata using real-
time guantitative PCR and the 2 T method (2001)

Using thematic analysis in psychology (2006)

Diagnostic and Statistical Manual of Mental Disorders,
DSM-5 (2013)

A short history of SHELX (2007)

Random forests (2001)

Attention is all you need (2017)

ImageNet classification with deep convolutional
neural networks (2017)

Global cancer statistics 2020: GLOBOCAN estimates
of incidence and mortality worldwide for 36 cancers
in 185 countries (2020)

Global cancer statistics 2018: GLOBOCAN estimates
of incidence and mortality worldwide for 36 cancers
in 185 countries (2016)

Times cited
(range across
databases)

103,756-
254,074

149,953-
185,480

100,327-
230,391

98,312
367,800

76,523-99,470

31,809-
146,508

56,201-150,83:

46,860-
137,997

75,634-99,390

66,844-93,435

Source databases: Web of Science, Scopus, OpenAlex, Dimensions, Google
Scholar. For a list of the top 25 most-cited works, see Supplementary_information
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