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ABSTRACT
= CNDDs are thought to be stronger in AM-associaing than ECM-associating trees

= Most of the studies on CHDMNs have Deen camiad out in temparate sysiems.

* Mycomhizal propagule constraints could exacerbate CNDNs of AM-irees al high
latitudes

= A% a result owergenaralizations of existing findings on CNDNs could be précanous.

Conspecific negative density dependencies (CNDDs) foster biodiversity through neducing
the chances of competitve exclusion in plant communities and have therefore fascnaled
ecologists. A major driver of CNDDs is plant-soll feedback, and a lot of the literature
assumes thal the triggers of CNDDs concur with thosa for plant-soil feedback. Hera, we
suggest thal a core assemption of a lof of the lilerature on CHDDs, that CNDDs are
stronger in AM-associaled than ECM-associated rees, & nol quite as well supporied as
widely claimed. We think that demissing this very importani consideration prevents us from
identifying a major gap in the Meratwe on CNDDs, The vast majonity of the lleratwe on
mycomhiza-induced CHDDs onginales from lemperale systems, bul the findings are exdra-
polated across divengént ecosysiems. We then develop the angument that Ekely propaguie
limitations for arbuscular mycomhizal trees in lemperate forests might be inducing stronger
CHDDs than they do al propagule sufficiency, which arbuscular mycorhizal iress usually
expenence in other systems. We are thus contribuling a new hypothesis in the field of
mycomhizal ecology with the polential to unify observalions acoss scales and biomes

Keywords conspecific negative density dependencies, conspecific spatial aggregation,
mycomhizal types, plant soil feedback, subtropical forests
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