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Abstract(C] [0)
If yougoogle"O O O O O O O O " you will see "use the past tense."

(OoOO00ooOoooo* bbooogogogogr O)fyou never wrote a paper on your own, you may take
this as the truth and follow it faithfully.But, I have to say this "rule” needs to be relaxed. Here is why.
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(Coooooooobooooog)
I am an ocean modeler, and used to write papers on basic physics related to ocean dynamics. I never used the
past tense in my own abstracts, never. Instead, | used the present tense. (Oh, in case you don't know my

work, all my papers were published in good journals in the field.) Why? This is because these papers are
about basic physics, and the results remain true if one repeats these numerical experiments (at least | hope so

)

So, now you know at least there are two ways to write an abstract: the past tense, and the present tense.
(oDoooooooooooooag)

In fact, you cannot use the past tense if you want to end the abstract like this: "This new method has great
potenial in xxx application." (U D 0D 000000 DODO0OO0OOODODOO0OOOO0NO)

The best way to decide which tense to use is to read your colleagues’ papers and to check out journal's
requirements (under guidelines for
authors) (0 00 0O0O0ODOODDOOOOOOOOOODODOOOOOOOONO)

One more thing, to end the abstract with the potential impact of some of your new findings, you have to use
the present tense, | think. (Now, youseewherelstand.) (0D O 0000000 OOOO)

For example: This new method may have potential application in identifying new species.

I also find this link useful for Chinese authors:http://www.xuebao.tyut.edu.cn/webpage/El.htm
Introduction( )

In the introduction, we need to cite publications.(D O 0 0O O OO0 O00O00O0O0OOOOONO)
These are common practice:

1) Use the past tense when a sentence starts with a publication.
(OoOo0ooooooobbooooooooobboooooooon)

For example:

Ren et al. (2015)noteda dramatic increase in publication by Chinese authors in SCI journals during the
2000s, thanks in part to the cash reward and promotion criteria set by the (Chinese) system.

Note that even though the publication is recent, I still use the past tense,
“noted” (DODDOODDOO0OOOO0ODODOODODOOOOOOOOODOOOOO)

Note also that I have no authority to make you follow this rule; but from now on you should pay attention to
how your colleagues write when you read their papers. 2) Use the present tense for a result/fact that remains
true today, even though the result/fact was obtained 100 yearsago.(U D D OO DO OO O OO DO O)
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For example:

The Gulf Streamis(C] 0 O 0O O O O O O O )the most powerful western boundary current on Earth,
whichwas discovered and confirmed(0d O O O O O O O O O O O )bysailors and scientists hundred years
ago.

3) Use mixed (say past and present) tensesinonesentence. (0 0D 0 OO0 OO OO OOOYN)
If you don’ tlike the sentence | made up in 2), here is one from Wikipedia:

European discovery of the Gulf Streamdates(C] O O [0 O )to the 1513 expedition ofJuan Ponce deLe6 n,
after which itbecame([J 00 [0 [0 O )widely used by Spanish ships sailing from the Caribbean to Spain.

4) The last paragraph of the introduction maps out the paper. Use present tense.
It often goes like this:

The rest of this paper is organized as follows. In Section |1, the procedure of the xxx method is presented. In
Section 111, the proposed method is tested using 66 images with different kinds of textures. Finally, Section V
presents the summary of the paper.

Note that the last sentence is perfectly understandable for native and non-native speakers. In fact, most native
speakers may not pay attention to the grammar (as they were never really taught the way we non-native
speakers were). However, a non-native speaker editor/reviewer may pick on you, telling me that“ Section
V” is not a human with a brain to present something to the readers. What should you do then? Give in.

Methodology(OJ ()
To describe the methods and datasets used in the paper, we can (and should) use the present tense.
For example:

We use the WOA (World Ocean Atlas) data as initial conditions for our numerical experiments. We use
satellite data to validate model’ s phytoplankton field in the surface layer.

OO0000* 0000O” Oboooooooooo* 00" Ob0booooooooood!iYou
may say “ Fxxx off. Thisis MY paper!” But, you should only say it to yourself loudly (or quietly). One
should choose one’ shbattle,soletthisonego. (D D OO0 000000 OOOOOOOOOOODONO)

If you describe how you collected the data(C OO OO OO [0 0 [0 [0 00 ), however, you have no choice but to use
thepasttense. (D 0D OO0 000000 OODOOO0OO0OODOOODOOOOOO0ONO)

If you describe the procedure of processing the data, however, you may choose to use the past tense
(emphasizinghowyoudiditO O OO OO OOO0OO0OOOOODODONO),orthe present tense (illustrating
how such a procedure should be performed 0 O 0000000 OOOOOOO0O0O).
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Results(J O )

Figure 5 (or Table 3)showsx,y,andz. (0 0000 0000000000000 O00O0O)

We use the present tense to describe all our (finished numerical) experiments. If you prefer to use the past
tense, itis fine as long as you do soconsistently (I D O O OO0 000000 O0OOOOOO0O0O)Do
not switch from the past tense to the present tense

randomly. (D 00000000000 0ODOODOODODOO)

Exceptions(C0 O O O O O O): To study present (modern day) climate, using the present tense is the ONLY
waytogo, lamafraid. (D 0D 00 00O0O0OOOOOOOOO0O)

If a sentence involves a specific time, such as June 2001, you need to use the past
tense (00000000000 DOODOODOOOOOODOONO)

For example:
Figure 3shows ([0 [0 [0 )that Typhoon Megi (2015)moved(C] O O )away from the coast suddenly.

O000oo0D0Oo0O0*" o00d” 000000040 Typhoon Megi (2015)moved(C] [0 [0 )away from the
coast suddenly (Fig. 3).

Discussion and Conclusions

You may use the present perfect tense, such as“ we have shown,” or use the past tense.Just be consistent.(
0000000000000 00DO00DO00DO00ooO0ooOOoooOOoooOooog)

Once again, you mayuse mixed (say past and present) tenses in one
sentence.(J D00 DO0OOOOODONO)

For example:

In this paper, weshowed (O O [ )that the new indexis(C] O [ ) capable of tracking algae blooms in spring.
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