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Al is selecting reviewers in China

The tool is already saving time for the country’s major grant funding agency.

BY DAVID CYRANDSKI

( :hina’s largest funder of basic science is
piloting an artificial intelligence (AI)
tool that selects researchers to review

grant applications, in an attempt to make the

process more efficient, faster and fairer. Some
researchers say the approach by the National

Natural Science Foundation of China (NSFC)
is world-leading, but others are sceptical about
whether Al can improve the process.
Choosing researchers to peer review project
proposals or publications is time-consuming
and prone to bias. Several academic publish-
ers are experimenting with Al tools to select
reviewers and carry out other tasks. And a few

funding agencies, including some in North
America and Europe, have trialled simple Al
systems, some of which match keywords in
grant applications to those in publications of
other scientists to identify potential reviewers.

The NSFC is building a more sophisticated
system that will crawl online scientific-
literature databases and scientists’ personal
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O O O O :Artificial intelligence is selecting grant reviewers in China
https://www.nature.com/articles/d41586-019-01517-8
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