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All clinicians need to work together as a team

Working together as a team was highlighted by the clini-
cians. Midwives and obstetricians in Sweden agreed that
they have to break down obstacles, disregard prestige
and work together. The organisation should be flat,
without hierarchy. All staff should cooperate and help
each other. When new obstetricians are employed, they
must adjust to the collaborative atmosphere. Finnish cli-
nicians mentioned the ‘care team; which includes the
midwife and the obstetrician together with the woman,
as highly important in supporting their patients.

In the obstetrical ward, it’s very clear that we are a
team. On other wards, it’s a bit more hierarchical, it’s
the doctor who decides . . . but here, it’s sort of
everybody can work together; its a very flat
organization. . . . If the midwife in charge is busy
and doesn’t have time to be in the office/reception
because she must be in the delivery room, then I
answer the telephone, meet new patients who arrive
or put on a CTG, and you know roughly what
needs to be done, and we help each other all

together. (Obstetrician, SE) oo TR e

Lundgren, I., etal., Clinicians’ views of factors of importancefor improving the rate of VBAC (vaginal birth
after caesarean section): aqualitative study from countries withhigh VBAC rates. BMC Pregnancy Childbirth,
2015. 15: p. 196.
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